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‘G’day’ my dear young friends!

It is with much joy and trust in 
God that we set out upon our 
journey to the World Youth Day 
in Sydney, 2008.

My name is Bishop Anthony 
Fisher OP, and I am the 
Coordinator of WYD08 in 
Sydney. I want to welcome you 
on behalf of Cardinal Pell and 
the Catholic Community of 
Sydney and Australia.  I look 
forward to us getting to know 
each other.

In order that we might be fully 
prepared to set out for Sydney 
and to help us truly enter into 
the reality of being pilgrims in 
our Christian life towards our 
Heavenly homeland, we have 
established a cyber pilgrimage. 

This ‘ePILGRIMAGE’ which comes in monthly editions will include a 
message from me, catechesis on a theme delineated from the WYD 
theme of the year, WYD testimonies from young people, prayers, 
selected readings, lives of the saints, an e-visit to a place of pilgrimage 
and other information which will prepare and encourage you to plan 
for your trip to Sydney.

Our first ‘ePILGRIMAGE’ eDITION has Mary as its focus; having 
recently celebrated the feast of the Annunciation, it is an appropriate 
starting point for our pilgrimage together.  Pope Benedict XVI has 
committed World Youth Day 2006 to the care of Our Lady  Let each of 
us do the same for our spiritual pilgrimage towards WYD08.

May she teach you to receive the word of God, to treasure it and 
to ponder on it in your heart (cf. Luke 2:19) as she did throughout 
her life. May she encourage you to declare your “yes” to the Lord 
as you live “the obedience of faith.” May she help you to remain 
strong in the faith, constant in hope, persevering in charity, 
always attentive to the word of God. 

Message of the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the youth of the world 
on the occasion of the 21st World Youth Day
 (9 April 2006)

Please take the time to engage in it and encourage your friends to be a 
part of this ePILGRIMAGE.  Link them into this site so that they too can 
be pilgrims on the journey towards WYD 2008.

In Christ,

Anthony Fisher OP,
Coordinator World Youth Day 2008

Message Of Hope

Mary treasured these things and pondered them in her heart.
ePILGRIMAGE APRIL 2006 eDITION 

(Lk 2:19)



For this 2006 World Youth Day, celebrated on Palm Sunday in Rome and in the 
local Dioceses, Pope Benedict XVI has chosen the theme “Your word is a lamp to 
my feet and a light to my path” (Ps 119:105). This text from the Psalm takes on a 
greater significance in the light of the Incarnation of the Eternal Word. For it is the 
Word Himself, Jesus, who is our Light. Through the “yes” of Mary, this Word who 
enlightens our minds and brightens our hearts Himself takes flesh. Mary is the 
one who meditates on the Word, having received Him in her body, having accepted Him to guide her life. At 
the beginning of this ePilgrimage we will look at Mary, who “magnifies the Lord” (Lk 1:46) so that we can 
learn how to follow Him on the path of life.

A close look at the Gospels shows the exemplary manner in which Mary cooperates with God in every 
moment. She says “yes” to the call to holiness and abandons herself in total trust:

“I am the handmaid of the Lord” (Lk 1:38).
In so doing she shows us how to listen to the Word 
and how to receive the Body of Christ. She seeks to 
serve the needs of her cousin Elizabeth

“going as quickly as she could” (Lk 1:39)
and by bringing Jesus to her, she shows us the way 
of evangelising by providing a loving presence. She 
gives all the glory to God in her praise, knowing in her 
poverty, that all things are given by God.

She presents the key to a happy marriage when she 
says to “do whatever He (Jesus) tells you” (Jn 2:5). 
She endures trials quietly and faithfully, keeping her 
eyes on Jesus, and accepting His way as the only way, 
believing in Him even when all hope seemed gone. 
She opposed evil. She encouraged the brothers and 
sisters, those who followed Jesus, and helped them 
to say “yes” to the birth of the Church through the 
Spirit, just as she had said “yes” to the birth of the Christ in the Spirit. As she had followed Him faithfully 
to the cross, so too she followed Him in the Resurrection of the Body during her glorious Assumption into 
heaven showing us the way to heaven where we too are invited to receive a glorious crown as children of 
God our loving Father.

Throughout her life we know that she “pondered these things in her heart” (Lk 2:19),
or meditated upon them. She spent her life reflecting on the Word, on God’s actions and words, retrieving 
them and allowing them to be born into the world. She gave birth after all to the Eternal Word, possible by 
first being open, attentive and receptive to God whose Word accomplishes what it says.

May our preparation for the Sydney WYD08 be characterised by a determined commitment to reading the 
word of God, meditating upon it, being shaped by it and giving birth to it into the world so longing for the 
hope it brings. May Mary, who magnifies the Lord, accompany us on this way.
 

Mary, The Bearer Of The Word

Faith Foundations
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The Annunciation
Fra Angelico
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Today we choose you Mary,
standing before all the saints,
to be our Mother and our Queen

We dedicate ourselves to you,
in humility and love,
our bodies and our souls,
our gifts and our possessions,
the merit of good deeds, 
those present past and still to come.

We freely give you the right to deal with us,
and everything we have,
as you see fit,
for the greater glory of God,
now and for eternity.  Amen

Consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary
of St Louis de Montfort

Pilgrim Prayer

Madonna In Prayer
Sassoferrato
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Naturally, in speaking of the origins of my priestly vocation, I cannot overlook 
its Marian Thread. I learned the traditional devotions to the Mother of God in 
my family and in my parish at Wadowice. I remember, in the parish church, 
a side chapel dedicated to Our Lady of Perpetual Help. In the mornings, the 
secondary school students would make a visit to it before classes began. After 
classes, in the afternoon, many students would go there to pray to the Blessed 
Virgin.

Also, on a hilltop in Wadowice, there was a Carmelite monastery which dated back to the time of Saint 
Raphael Kalinowski. People from Wadowice would go there in great numbers, and this was reflected in 
the widespread use of the scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. I too received the scapular, I think at the 
age of ten, and I still wear it. People also went to the Carmelites for confession. And so, both in the parish 
church and in the Carmelite monastery church, my devotion to Mary took shape from the years of my early 
childhood and adolescence up through secondary school.

When I was in Cracow, in Debniki, I joined the “Living Rosary” group in the Salesian parish. There was 
a special devotion there to Mary, Help of Christians. In Debniki, at the time when my priestly vocation 
was developing, under the influence, as I mentioned, of Jan Tyranowski, a change took place in my 
understanding of devotion to the Mother of God. I was already convinced that Mary leads us to Christ, 
but at that time I began to realize also that Christ leads us to his Mother. At one point I began to question 
my devotion to Mary, believing that, if it became too great, it might end up compromising the supremacy 
of the worship owed to Christ. At that time, I was greatly helped by a book by Saint Louis Marie Grignion 
de Montfort entitled Treatise of True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin. There I found the answers to my 
questions. Yes, Mary does bring us closer to Christ; she does lead us to him, provided that we live her 
mystery in Christ. This treatise by Saint Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort can be a bit disconcerting, given 
its rather florid and baroque style, but the essential theological truths which it contains are undeniable. The 
author was an outstanding theologian. His Mariological thought is rooted 
in the mystery of the Trinity and in the truth of the Incarnation of the 
Word of God.

I then came to understand why the Church says the Angelus three times 
a day. I realiszed how important are the words of that prayer: “The Angel 
of the Lord declared unto Mary and she conceived of the Holy Spirit ...” 
Such powerful words! They express the deepest reality of the greatest 
event ever to take place in human history.
This is the origin of the motto Totus Tuus (I am all yours). The phase 
comes from Saint Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort. It is an abbreviation 
of a more complete form of entrustment to the Mother of God which 
runs like this: Totus Tuus ego sum et omnia mea Tua sunt. Accipio Te in 
mea onmia. Praebe mihi cor Tuum, Maria.

(continued)

The “Marian Thread” of Pope John Paul II’s
priestly vocation

Inspired Writings
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And so, thanks to Saint Louis, I began to discover the immense 
riches of Marian devotion from new perspectives. As a child, for 
example, I would listen to the singing of the “Hours of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary” in the parish church, but only 
afterwards did I realize their rich theological and biblical content. 
So too with popular folk songs, such as the Polish Christmas carols 
and the Lenten Lamentations on the Passion of Jesus Christ, which 
highlight the soul’s dialogue with the Sorrowful Mother.

These spiritual experiences were 
fundamental in shaping that journey 
of prayer and contemplation 
which gradually brought me to 
the priesthood, and which would 
later continue to guide me in all 
the events of my life. Even as a 
child, and still more as a priest and 
Bishop, it would lead me to make 
frequent Marian pilgrimages to 
Kalwaria Zebrzydowska. Kalwaria 
is the principal Marian shrine of 
the Archdiocese of Cracow. I would 
go there often, walking along its 
paths in solitude and presenting 
to the Lord in prayer the various 
problems of the Church, especially 
in the difficult times during the 
struggle against communism. As I 
look back, I see how all things are 
connected: today as yesterday, we 
find ourselves no less deeply caught 
up in the same mystery.

The “Marian Thread” of Pope John Paul II’s
priestly vocation  (continued)

Inspired Writings

ePILGRIMAGE
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Trudy, aged 18

Before travelling to Germany for World 
Youth Day 05, I was hoping to gain 
inspiration. I wanted to see that there 
are other young people, just like myself, 
going to Mass, believing in God and doing 
their best to follow their faith. I didn’t 
expect such a massive response to my 
expectations, if at all.  I was completely 
overwhelmed by the mass crowds that 
had “come to worship Him”. It was such 
a gift to witness this, but the greatest 
experience of all, was meeting so many 
different people. 

From each person I met, I began to see 
just what it is that Jesus really asks 
of us: to love one another, and to love 
unconditionally. World Youth Day was 
an opportunity for me to hang around 
people that I usually wouldn’t and also 
to learn to respect and love each one for 
their own little quirks or differences. I’ve 
realised that our greatest challenge in 
life is to see people through Jesus’ eyes, 
and not our own. Without WYD, I don’t 
think this would have been possible. 

We live our everyday lives, mixing with 
the same people. Those that we share 
things in common with and those just 
like us. Although we were all Catholics 
on World Youth Day, each person had 
a completely different background, 
personality and story to tell. 

World Youth Day was the most amazing 
experience. Memories were made that 
will be shared forever. I can’t wait until 
Sydney 2008!!! 

Trudy is a horticulture student from 
Australia

Testimony Of Faith

Trudy (front right with flag) with
Melbourne Auxiliary Bishop Christopher Prowse and WYD 05 
Pilgrims at Marienfield
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Tor Vergata University… Tor Vergata… Tor Vergata… Tor Vergata… 
Why is this exotic sounding university forever etched into my psyche? 
Why for days after WYD would I awake suddenly from deep slumber 
chanting mantra-like, “Tor Vergata… Tor Vergata”? Perhaps it was the 
heat, which was so dry that you could literally feel the liquid of one’s 
body being removed. Perhaps it was the people, the swarming mass 
of people. People, people, people… everywhere people. Over 2 million 
at the world’s biggest ever sleep over. Perhaps even it was the food 
which, to be kind to the Italian organising committee, I will describe 
as utterly memorable in the way that it forced an extremely difficult 
choice between satisfying one’s hunger and satisfying one’s taste buds. 
Or perhaps it was the atmosphere; the noise, the chaos, the colours, 
the flags, the singing… the surreal sense that something great and 
important was going on and that I was there.

Upon further reflection in the weeks since WYD, it is this sense of “significance” that has deepened within 
me and will ultimately remain with me as the reason why I will never forget Tor Vergata. The images of 
John Paul II, the man who had called us all to Rome and who knew better than anyone the significance of 
this event, being visibly moved – laughing, crying and with eyes that literally danced with joy… these images 
will remain with me forever. Because this man, this holy man, had called us together to remind us at the 
beginning of the third Christian millennium that Christ loved us and was calling us to be His witness of hope 
and joy for the Church and the world, I was being called and I was not alone…

Paul is a teacher from Australia

Paul, aged 33

Testimony Of Faith
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Who is St. Maximilian Kolbe?

St. Maximilian was born Raymond Kolbe in Poland, January 8, 1894. In 1910, he 
entered the Conventual Franciscan Order. He was sent to study in Rome where 
he was ordained a priest in 1918.

Father Maximilian returned to Poland in 1919 and began spreading his “Militia 
of the Immaculata” movement of Marian consecration (whose members are 
also called MIs), which he founded on October 16, 1917. In 1927, he established 
an evangelization center near Warsaw called Niepokalanow, the “City of the 
Immaculata.” By 1939, the City had expanded from 18 friars to an incredible 
650, making it the largest Catholic religious house in the world.
To better “win the world for the Immaculata,” the friars utilized the most 
modern printing and administrative techniques. 
This enabled them to publish countless 
catechetical and devotional tracts, a daily 
newspaper with a circulation of 230,000 and 
a monthly magazine with a circulation of over 
one million. Maximilian started a shortwave 
radio station and planned to build a motion 
picture studio--he was a true “apostle of the 
mass media.” He established another City of 
the Immaculata in Nagasaki, Japan, in 1930, 
and envisioned missionary centers worldwide.

Maximilian was a ground-breaking theologian. 
His insights into the Immaculate Conception 
anticipated the Marian theology of the Second 
Vatican Council and further developed the 
Church’s understanding of Mary as “Mediatrix 
of the Graces”, and as “Advocate” for God’s 
people.

In 1941, the Nazis imprisoned Father 
Maximilian in the Auschwitz death camp. 
There he offered his life in exchange for 
another prisoner who was the father of a 
young family and was condemned to slow 
death in a starvation bunker. On August 14, 
1941, his impatient captors ended his life with 
a fatal injection. Pope John Paul II canonized 
Maximilian as a “martyr of charity” in 1982. 
The man whose life he saved was there with 
his family. St. Maximilian Kolbe is considered 
a patron of journalists, families, prisoners, the 
pro-life movement and the chemically addicted. 

Saints And Witnesses

Artist. Gerald King     used with permission
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Nazareth, a small city among the hills of Galilee looks over the Plain of 
Esdralon and since the time of its settlement as far back as the Middle Bronze 
Age, was always considered an unimportant town. Today thousands of pilgrims 
visit Nazareth in Galilee, known as the place of the Annunciation and the home 
of the Holy Family. It was here that Mary was overshadowed by the Holy Spirit 
and became the Mother of God. And it was here that the child Jesus grew in 
stature and wisdom and was obedient to his parents, Joseph and Mary.

The cityscape of Nazareth is dominated by the Basilica of the Annunciation, 
built according to tradition above the grotto where the Archangel Gabriel 
appeared to the Virgin Mary announcing that she would be the mother of 
Christ. It is the most recent of the five churches constructed on the sacred 
site since the year 356. The first church was built by St Helena, mother of the 
Emporer Constantine and the present basilica was completed in 1969.
Pilgrims visit the Grotto of the Annunciation on the lower level of the basilica 
where the words ‘Ave Maria’ are carved on a column marking the place where 

the Archangel is said to have 
appeared.

The Franciscans who are the 
custodians for many of the 
Christian shrines in the Holy Land, 
also maintain this site. Other 
holy shrines visited by pilgrims in 
Nazareth include the Church of St 
Joseph, believed to be built on the 
site of Joseph’s carpentry shop.

“Our journey has brought us today to Nazareth 
where we meet Mary, the truest Daughter of 
Abraham. It is Mary above all others who can 
teach us what it means to live the faith of ‘our 

father’.”
Pope John Paul II, Homily in Nazareth on the So-

lemnity of the Annunciation,25th March 2000.

“In the sixth month, 
God sent the angel 

Gabriel to Nazareth,
a town in Galilee, 

to a virgin pledged 
to be married to a 

man named Joseph, 
a descendant of 

David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. The 

angel went to her 
and said, ‘Greetings, 
you who are highly 

favored! The Lord is 
with you.’

(Luke 1:26-28)

Nazareth, the place where the Annunciation occurred.
“The Word became flesh” (Jn 1:14)

Place Of Pilgrimage

Basilica of the Annunciation
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It highlights the promise made by Jesus to set fire upon the Earth by the power of the Holy Spirit 
which inspires the Pilgrims who come to Australia, to believe and witness to Him.

Central to the logo is the Cross raised in victory, representing Christ and the life of witness which 
the Holy Spirit enables.  It is the passion of the heart of Christ, poured out into the world from the 
Cross, which consumes the young people of Sydney, of Australia and of the world.  The whiteness of 
the Cross indicates that Jesus is the light of the world.

The flames of the logo represent the Descent of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost in tongues of fire.  They evoke 
the Sacrament of Confirmation and the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. The colours of red, orange and yellow flowing 
throughout symbolise the Trinity and Unity of God.  
They also bring to mind the colours of the Australian 
outback.

The blue of the logo represents the oceans that surround 
Australia, the waters of Baptism, the sea of humanity 
and Mary, full of grace.

The Opera House is the symbol of Sydney, the host city 
for World Youth Day 2008.

This ePILGRIMAGE is a spiritual pilgrimage towards WYD 2008 – there are some practical steps 
that you need to take to ensure that you make the physical pilgrimage to Sydney for WYD 2008.  
From June 2006 international pilgrims need to save 2 Euros or $2.50 USD per day - this means that 
you need to save approx 1700 Euros or $2050 USD.  This will approximately cover your airfare and 
registration to be a Pilgrim at WYD, July 15-20, 2008

Let us entrust the preparations of the WYD Sydney to “Our Lady of the Southern Cross”, Help of 
Christians, as we ask for a new Pentecost to fall upon Australia in this ePilgrimage and the young 
people of the entire world. In the spirit of the “Totus Tuus” (I am all yours) of our late beloved Pope 
John Paul II let us pray the prayer of Consecration to Our Lady.

The logo distils the essence of the theme for WYD08:

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8).

Towards WYD 2008
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World Youth Day 2005

Pope Benedict XVI at Marienfield

Australia celebrates as it becomes the host nation of WYD08

Prayer Vigil at Marienfield

Towards WYD 2008
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